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Abstract
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Due to various social, political, and other contextual factors,
the Holy Imams (‘a) sometimes refrained from openly expressing
the true rulings and instead resorted to tagivyah (prudential
concealment) when conveying religious rulings. To describe this
phenomenon, jurists have employed the term “predication on
prudential concealment” (mahmiil ‘ala al-taqiyyah). Two primary

approaches - maximal and minimal - have emerged regarding the
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role of tagiyyah in the differences found in ahadith (narrations).
Proponents of the maximal approach argue that fagiyyah is the
primary cause of variation in narrations and consider its influence
to outweigh other factors. In contrast, the minimal approach,
supported by scholars such as Shaykh al-Mufid, Sahib al-Jawahir,
Shaykh al-Ansari, and contemporary jurists like Ayatollah Sayyid
‘Alial-Sistant, assigns faqivyah amuch less significant role, treating
it as just one among several reasons for differences in narrations.
This study, by analyzing the views of Ayatollah Sayyid ‘Alf al-
Sistant and providing relevant evidence and arguments, challenges
the significant influence of tagiyyah on hadith differences.
Additionally, it discusses the refinement of hadith collections by
filtering out taqiyyah-based narrations, demonstrating that the
presence of such narrations in these collections is minimal.
Keywords: Predication on Prudential Concealment, Hadith
Differences, Ayatollah Sistani, Hadith Refinement, Tagiyyah.
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