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In Islamic jurisprudence, the concept of marja Tyyat (epistem-
ic authority) refers to a source’s primary influence in deriving
jurisprudential rulings. While multiple authoritative sources
exist for deriving religious rulings—including the Qur’an,
sunnah (the Prophet’s normative practice), and ‘aql (reason)—
this study investigates whether the Qur’an possesses authority
not only as an independent source but also over the sunnah
itself in the process of jurisprudential inference.

This article examines the Qur’an’s authoritative relationship
with the sunnah in jurisprudential derivation, operating on
the fundamental premise that neither source holds exclusive
authority, and that both maintain independent interpretive
and communicative functions. The analysis employs a three-
fold methodological framework assessing: (1) textual validity
(hujjiyah), (2) semantic implication (dalalah), and (3) histori-
cal occasion of issuance (sha’n al-nuzil/al-wurid).
Through analytical methodology, this study demonstrates that
the Qur’an exercises absolute authority over the sunnah re-
garding document validity. Concerning semantic implication,
both texts exhibit a relationship of relative mutual authority.
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While either source may provide contextual clues for interpreting the other’s occasion of
revelation, such auxiliary functions do not constitute primary authoritative influence, as
more determinative indicators exist for this purpose.

These findings contribute to ongoing scholarly discussions about hierarchical relation-
ships between primary Islamic legal sources, while clarifying the nuanced boundaries of

Qur’anic authority in sunnah-based jurisprudence.
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