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The science of usil al-figh (Islamic legal theory) and its prin-
ciples play a fundamental role in interpreting the Qur’an and
sunnah, as well as in deriving religious rulings from these
primary sources. Indeed, without knowledge of these method-
ological principles, proper juristic derivation would be unat-
tainable. The origins of this discipline, however, remain con-
tested among both Shi‘ah and Sunni scholars.

While some Sunni jurists credit Abii Hanifah as the founder of
usil al-figh, others attribute its development to al-Shafi‘ or his
students. Conversely, Imami scholars maintain that Imam al-
Baqir and Imam al-Sadiq (peace be upon them) established this
science, with their students serving as its first systematizers.
This study argues that the primary source of usili principles
is in fact the Qur an itself, as numerous verses implicitly con-
tain the foundational methodology for legal derivation. The
Prophet Muhammad and the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them)
were the first to extract these principles from Qur’anic verses
and formulate them for the Muslim community’s use in un-
derstanding and deriving rulings from divine texts. Through
critical analysis of existing scholarship and presentation of tex-
tual evidence, this paper demonstrates the Qur’an s substantive
inclusion of core usili principles and methodological rules.
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