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In Islamic jurisprudence, the concept of marja Tyyat (epistem-
ic authority) refers to a source’s primary influence in deriving
jurisprudential rulings. While multiple authoritative sources
exist for deriving religious rulings—including the Qur’an,
sunnah (the Prophet’s normative practice), and ‘aql (reason)—
this study investigates whether the Qur’an possesses authority
not only as an independent source but also over the sunnah
itself in the process of jurisprudential inference.

This article examines the Qur’an’s authoritative relationship
with the sunnah in jurisprudential derivation, operating on
the fundamental premise that neither source holds exclusive
authority, and that both maintain independent interpretive
and communicative functions. The analysis employs a three-
fold methodological framework assessing: (1) textual validity
(hujjiyah), (2) semantic implication (dalalah), and (3) histori-
cal occasion of issuance (sha’n al-nuzil/al-wurid).
Through analytical methodology, this study demonstrates that
the Qur’an exercises absolute authority over the sunnah re-
garding document validity. Concerning semantic implication,
both texts exhibit a relationship of relative mutual authority.
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While either source may provide contextual clues for interpreting the other’s occasion of
revelation, such auxiliary functions do not constitute primary authoritative influence, as
more determinative indicators exist for this purpose.

These findings contribute to ongoing scholarly discussions about hierarchical relation-
ships between primary Islamic legal sources, while clarifying the nuanced boundaries of

Qur’anic authority in sunnah-based jurisprudence.
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interpretation”—while asserting the “impossibility of obligatory adherence in matters
of understanding”—could lead to the negation of “the validity of non-jurisprudential
Qur anic zuhiirat.” This is because the authority of non-jurisprudential zuhiirat relies on
the shari’ approval of intellectual reasoning in interpretation. If this principle is denied in
the case of khabar al-wahid, the possibility of the shari’ endorsement of zuhirat is like-
wise negated. Consequently, not only would the validity of non-jurisprudential zuhiirat be
undermined, but the epistemic authority of the Qur’an itself would be severely weakened.
Employing library-based research and a descriptive-analytical methodology, this study
examines the impact of “the foundational principles denying the validity of khabar al-
wahid in interpretation” on the authority of Qur’anic zuhirat. The discussion is struc-
tured in two parts: (1) the restrictive implications of these principles and (2) a proposed
resolution.

The findings indicate, first, that the principles rejecting the authority of khabar al-wahid
in interpretation extend to all forms of valid zunin (presumptions), including non-jur-
isprudential zuhtirat, thereby jeopardizing the Qur’an’s epistemic authority. Second, a
novel solution is presented, grounded in the validity of zunin derived from intellectual
reasoning—such as khabar al-wahid and non-jurisprudential zuhirat.
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The Holy Qur’an, as the “the greater weighty thing (al-Thiql
al-Akbar) “, has always been the primary reference for the
rulings and religious laws of Islam, and the authority of the
Sunnah also finds meaning in its light. The scientific authori-
ty of the Qur’an has several levels, one of the most important
of which is “its credibility and authority in religious obliga-
tions.” One of the topics for which the Holy Qur’an has been
the exclusive reference for understanding and explaining is
the “God’s sacraments (Sk ‘@ ’ir Allah) <. The word “Sh ‘a’ir”
is used in four verses of the Quran as added to the word
“Allah”. According to the widely known viewpoint, divine
or religious sacraments include a set of persons, objects, ac-
tions, and rituals that are known as the “manifestations and
signs” of religion which includes; the Prophet and Imams
(P.B.U.T), Hajj and its rituals, Friday and congregational
prayers, mosques and the shrines of the Imams, the days of

Muharram, and mourning.
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The Holy Qur’an emphasizes the veneration of Allah’s sacraments and prohibits their
desecration. One of the most important and fundamental issues in this regard is the
concept of “religious sacraments” and its scope. The main question is whether reli-
gious sacraments are limited to the rituals of Hajj or have a more general meaning.
This disagreement arises from the different views of linguists and commentators on
the definition of this term. Using the method of semantics, conceptual analysis and
library resources, this study examines the authority of the Holy Qur’an in explaining
the concept and semantic scope of sacraments and shows that this concept is not limited
to some specific instances. The result of this study will be to strengthen the view that
it is preferable non-exclusion of sacraments to the rituals of Hajj. The selected view of
this study, which also suggests a middle way, is that although the Holy Qur’an is the
main source and reference in exploring Allah’s sacraments, and the verses related to
sacraments were all revealed in the context of the Hajj rituals, considering the literal
use of this word in the verses and also through the discovery of its criteria, any matter
that is recognized as “religious and divine sacraments “ from the perspective of Shar"
(religious law) or ‘Urf(customary practice) and has two elements '/ ‘lam and ’I ‘tila, can
be considered an example of “Allah’s sacraments”.
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The science of usil al-figh (Islamic legal theory) and its prin-
ciples play a fundamental role in interpreting the Qur’an and
sunnah, as well as in deriving religious rulings from these
primary sources. Indeed, without knowledge of these method-
ological principles, proper juristic derivation would be unat-
tainable. The origins of this discipline, however, remain con-
tested among both Shi‘ah and Sunni scholars.

While some Sunni jurists credit Abii Hanifah as the founder of
usil al-figh, others attribute its development to al-Shafi‘ or his
students. Conversely, Imami scholars maintain that Imam al-
Baqir and Imam al-Sadiq (peace be upon them) established this
science, with their students serving as its first systematizers.
This study argues that the primary source of usili principles
is in fact the Qur an itself, as numerous verses implicitly con-
tain the foundational methodology for legal derivation. The
Prophet Muhammad and the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them)
were the first to extract these principles from Qur’anic verses
and formulate them for the Muslim community’s use in un-
derstanding and deriving rulings from divine texts. Through
critical analysis of existing scholarship and presentation of tex-
tual evidence, this paper demonstrates the Qur’an s substantive
inclusion of core usili principles and methodological rules.
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